
BUILDING
ONE WATERFRONT

Para los participantes hispanoparlantes: estamos ofreciendo servicios de interpretación
simultánea durante el evento. Cuando se activen los canales de interpretación, van a ver un 
globo aparecer en la parte inferior derecha de la pantalla. Haga clic en el globo y elija el 
canal de español del menú desplegable. Si está usando un teléfono inteligente, haga clic en
“más” (o “more” en inglés) y siga los mismos pasos.
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connections, 
relationships and 
power
dynamics

policy, 
practices, and 
investments
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mental 
models

lived experience

Do systems reflect the 
interplay of 
relationships, 
connections, and 
power dynamics based 
on mental models?

Could the way we think about 
someone or something create a 
lived reality?

How do outputs influenced 
by conditions of mental 
models, and power 
dynamics, form policies, 
practices, and investments 
shaping human condition 
within the built 
environment?

UNDERSTANDING CRISIS: 
DEEP, SYSTEMIC AND ENTANGLED



OUR DESIGN PROCESS

REFRAME

REDESIGN

REINVEST

health

design thinking

planning

anthropology sociology

policy

finance architecture
law

Design is a way to solve deep
problems by creating new
systems, spaces, connections
and ways of being that are both
practically needed and expressive
of our humanity. Design is an
outcome of our intentions, and
can make connecting and healing
society easier or much harder.

Everyone should see themselves
as a designer, and more
importantly that when people work
together to design they can
uncover insights that otherwise
would not be possible alone



REFRAME

REDESIGN

REINVEST
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How can we invest in on-going design processes 
within neighborhoods that seek to contextualize 
and use systemic racism and structural inequity as 
a design lens?

How might we invest in design projects that have
incorporated a participatory design process and
equitably address human needs?

Do I believe language like low-income, public
housing, etc... devalues human beings and
perpetuates stereotypes?

How can we change language that perpetuates
stereotypes?

Can we create community study circles that are
open up conversations that challenge dominant
perceptions?

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER MOVING FORWARD

Silo thinking and working still are 
prevalent in spite of the mantra of 
partnership and joined up working does 
not help. Instead each discipline like 
highway engineering, economic 
development or environmental services 
should ask itself ‘how can what I know 
help make a great place and how can I 
adjust regulations and incentives to fit 
in’ rather than ‘this is my expertise, my 
rules and my codes’. ”
-Charles Landry



April De Simone, Co-Founder
april@designingthewe.com
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THANK YOU
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DISCUSSION

Have a question for our panelists? Go to slido.com and enter event code #onewaterfront





thank you
Stay up-to-date! Sign up at

onewaterfront.org


